English III













Mr. Restad


The Crucible Mock Trial Project
The People vs. Abigail Williams

OBJECTIVES:
11.SL.3 – Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence.

11.SL.4 – Present information, findings, and supporting evidence.

11.RL.1 – Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly and implicitly 

11.RL.6 – Analyze a case in which what is explicitly stated differs from what is actually meant or to be understood.

Assignment: You will be conducting a mock trial in which the innocence or guilt of Abigail Williams will be determined in the crime of voluntary manslaughter. For our purposes, the trial will be conducted in modern times and you will need to determine if, based on the evidence, Abigail would be convicted of a crime if she lived today. 
Definition: For the purpose of this case, voluntary manslaughter is defined as when the defendant kills with malice aforethought (intention to kill or cause serious harm), but there are mitigating circumstances that reduce culpability, or when the defendant kills only with an intent to cause serious harm. 
GROUPS
Prosecution: Your goal is to convince as many members of the jury as possible that Abigail Williams is guilty of murder/manslaughter.

· 4 Attorneys

· Head attorney must present a 3 minute opening and a 3 minute closing
· 2nd attorney will ask questions of Prosecution’s witnesses (remember to rehearse with the witnesses on your side)

· 3rd attorney will cross-examine opposing side’s witnesses
· Paralegal will prepare documents outlining the case your group wishes to present
· 4 Witnesses

· Will be questioned by own side for a maximum of 3 minutes
· Can be cross-examined by opposing side for a maximum of 3 minutes
Defense: Your goal is to convince as many members of the jury as possible that Abigail Williams is innocent of murder/manslaughter.

· 4 Attorneys

· Head attorney must present a 3 minute opening and a 3 minute closing.

· 2nd attorney will ask questions of Defense’s witnesses (remember to rehearse with the witnesses on your side)

· 3rd attorney will cross-examine opposing side’s witnesses
· Paralegal will prepare documents outlining the case your group wishes to present
· 4 Witnesses

· Will be questioned by own side for a maximum of 3 minutes
· Can be cross-examined by opposing side for a maximum of 3 minutes
Jury: Your goal is to make an objective judgment, based only on the evidence provided, for the innocence or guilt of Abigail Williams.

· Take notes during the trial. You will be required to construct a written explanation of what you have seen in court and evaluate how closely it aligned with the play
· During trial prep, you will complete a research assignment on 
PROCEDURES
1. In the days leading up to the trial, each group is to prepare a case either prosecuting or defending Abigail Williams. Witnesses and attorneys are both responsible for the development, support, and practice of your case.
2. Groups will select classmates to participate character witnesses from the story to testify in front of the ‘court’ (class).
3. These witnesses will each prepare with their team’s attorneys to answer questions in front of the court to further the case of their team.

4. After initial questioning, the opposing team may cross examine the witness, asking questions that will invalidate their claims or support the team’s ideas. Cross examination is to take no more than 3 or 4 questions.
5. All questions must be answerable by use of evidence from the play.
6. During questioning, opposing attorneys may oppose statements only by using the objective list

7. The trial will be held on ___________.
8. If one of your team members is gone, the court goes on.  Make sure all of your arguments, statements, questions, and responses are recorded so a team member could fill in for a missing member.

9. If a trial member misses the trial, they are to either write a one page exposition of their argument or a deposition for the witness they are portraying. 
COURT RULES
1. Mr. Restad is the judge in this courtroom. 
2. For this assignment, any character from the story may testify even if they are dead.

3. All witnesses will only have knowledge of what is present in the text.

4. All evidence must be present in the text and the user must be able to provide the page number.

5. Be prepared and practiced for your trial date.
6. Language and behavior must be appropriate for a courtroom.
7. Attorneys may use the following objection list during court procedures.
Objections List:

For this assignment, objections may be used for witnesses who are not in character, or are assuming facts not evidenced in the text.

"Objection, your Honor, the question is ambiguous."

A question is ambiguous if:

It may be misunderstood by the witness. It is objectionable on the ground that it may take on more than one meaning.

"Objection, your Honor, the question is argumentative."

A question is argumentative if:

It is asked for the purpose of persuading the jury or the judge, rather than to elicit information.

It calls for an argument in answer to an argument contained in the question.

It calls for no new facts, but merely asks the witness to concede to inferences drawn by the examiner from proved or assumed facts.

"Objection, your Honor, the question is too general."

A question is too general, broad, or indefinite, if:

It permits the witness to respond with testimony which may be irrelevant or otherwise inadmissible. Each question should limit the witness to a specific answer on a specific subject.

“Objection, your Honor, the question is hearsay."

A question is hearsay if:

It invites the witness to offer an out-of-court statement to prove the truth of some matter in court. There are many exceptions to the hearsay rule.

"Objection, your Honor, the question is irrelevant."

A question is irrelevant if:

It invites or causes the witness to give evidence not related to the facts of the case at hand.

"Objection, your Honor, the question is leading."

A question is leading if:

It is one that suggests to the witness the answer the examining party desires. However, this type of question is allowed on cross-examination of a witness.

"Objection, your Honor, the question calls for speculation."

A question is speculative if:

It invites or causes the witness to speculate or answer on the basis of conjecture. For this assignment, anything which is not evidenced in the text of the book will be speculation.

ATTORNEYS
You are responsible for the success of ALL roles!

This is a group effort! This means that each and every group member is expected to contribute equally to the team. While you each have a specific role within the courtroom, all of you can and should work together to make your team a success. This means that everyone should peer edit everyone else’s work. Look for flaws in the opening and closing statements and questions. Work together to fix those flaws.

Opening & Closing Statements: Head Attorney

· Needs to be well-organized

· Highlight facts from your case especially at the beginning and end
· Address any weaknesses in your case and weaknesses in the opposing side
· Needs to be natural, confident and memorized.

Witness Questions: 2nd Attorney

· Have a list of questions you will ask each witness

· Only ask one question at a time

· Know how the witness will answer

· Prep Witnesses – Rehearse

· Think of questions that might be asked on cross-examination and prepare your witnesses for these

Cross-examination: 3rd Attorney

· Know who the witnesses are for the opposing side

· Think of questions to ask on cross-examination (you are looking for flaws in the opposing sides argument)

(optional if we get enough attorneys) Paralegal: Assist the attorneys and document your team’s argument
· Turn in a witness list to Mr. Restad two days before the trial

· Prepare the legal brief to be presented to Mr. Restad on the day before the trial
· Take notes during the trial

· Inform colleagues of information that comes up ASAP

Head Attorney:

2nd Attorney:

3rd Attorney:

Paralegal:
Witnesses:

1.
2.

3.

Attorney’s Rubric

	   Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Opening Statement
	The opening statement clearly presents the case, the facts of the case and is delivered clearly & confidently without the use of notes.
	 The opening statement presents the case, the facts of the case and is clearly organized. The speaker is prepared, but has not memorized the material.
	 The opening statement presents the case and the facts of the case, but is not organized clearly and/or the speaker is not well-prepared.                   
	 The opening statement presents the case, but does not  present the facts of the case or the facts of the case are unclear/ off topic or the speaker seems unprepared.

                       

	Questioning of Witnesses


	It is evident that questions have been prepared in advance for all witnesses in a clear and logical manner so as to prove the case. 
	It is evident that questions have been prepared in advance for all witnesses.


	There is some evidence of advanced preparation for the questioning of witnesses.


	There is little evidence of advanced preparation for the questioning of witnesses.

	Cross-examination of witnesses.


	Witnesses appear to have been well-prepared for cross-examination. 
	Witnesses appear to have been prepared for cross-examination.


	Witnesses appear to have some preparation for cross-examination.


	Witnesses appear to have little preparation for cross-examination.

	Cross-examination of opposition’s witnesses. 


	Cross-examination questions are present, on topic, and clearly move the case forward. 
	Cross-examination questions are present and on topic.


	Cross-examination questions are present but are subject to two or more sustained objections.


	Cross-examination questions are present, but are not relevant/ not related to text / incorrectly related or otherwise subject to an objection sustained.

	Closing Statement


	The closing statement clearly presents the case, the facts of the case and is delivered clearly & confidently without the use of notes.


	 The closing statement presents the case, the facts of the case and is clearly organized. The speaker is prepared, but has not memorized the material.


	 The closing statement presents the case and the facts of the case, but is not organized clearly and/or the speaker is not well-prepared.
	 The closing statement presents the case, but does not present the facts of the case or the facts of the case are unclear/ off topic or the speaker seems unprepared.




TOTAL: _____________ 

WITNESSES

· Witnesses are to assist attorneys in 

· Practice acting as your assigned character – you must stay in character throughout the trial. I don’t mean you need to dress and talk like someone from the 1690’s, but you must know exactly what they know as evidence from the play.
· Practice answering attorneys’ questions in character. Be prepared!

· Practice answering possible cross-examination questions in character.
· The only knowledge you have as this character is the knowledge contained in the text, The Crucible. Study everything your character did, saw, spoke, etc. Know it inside and out so that you are prepared.

	Questions I will be asked:
	My response:
	Page # where response is supported

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Other relevant scenes and information about my character to prepare for cross examination:

Witness’s Rubric

	   Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Character Representation
	The witness is clearly and completely represented (including demeanor, word choice, and responses).
	 The witness is well represented in most areas. 
	 The witness is fairly represented but is not consistently so.                   
	 The witness struggled to represent the witness with clarity. 

                       

	Character Accuracy


	The character and his/her representation are entirely accurate to The Crucible in terms of what the character knows from the evidence given in the play. 
	The character and his/her representation are mostly accurate to The Crucible.  
	The character and his/her representation are entirely somewhat to The Crucible.  
	The character and his/her representation are minimally accurate to The Crucible.  

	Preparation


	The witness appears to have been well-prepared and practice for their testimony and for cross-examination. 
	The witness is prepared, but might not have memorized the material.
	The witness is not well-prepared.


	The witness is unclear/ off topic or seems unprepared.


TOTAL: _____________ 

JURORS
During the preparation period, you are to select and complete one of the following projects.
1. FRONT PAGE OF THE SALEM TIMES

You will be the editor of The Salem Times Newspaper. Write at least 3 news articles (~150 words each) about what is happening in Salem.  Include pictures, catchy headlines, and use facts from the play. You may create fake interviews from characters from the play as well. This must be created using a word processor or other computer program and look like a newspaper.
2. ILLUSTRATED TIMELINE

You will create a timeline of the 12 most significant events in The Crucible.  With that timeline you will illustrate at least six of the events. Be sure you read through the play and put the events in order. Be creative, artistic, and use this opportunity that you can reflect on literature with methods other than formal writing.
3. MODERN WITCH HUNTS
Witch hunts are 
During the trial period your duty is to come to an objective judgment based on the evidence presented.
During the trial itself, your task is to listen to the evidence and testimony presented in this case only. Your challenge is to prevent any biases or pre-conceived ideas from clouding your objective judgment. You may not bring any prior knowledge into this court; in fact, you are not permissible as a juror if you do.  You are strongly encouraged to take notes during the trial itself to ensure your reliance on the facts presented. 
ASSIGNMENT

Write a 1 page judgment including the following categories to be turned in one day after the mock trial:

Summary
Write an objective summary of what you observed in the courtroom. This must be objective. It can only include important details of what you saw and heard as it pertained to the case – no opinions!

Final judgment
Give your personal vote as whether Abigail is guilty or innocent. Explain your reasons.

Reflection
Is there anything the participants could have done that they didn’t to sway your vote? If you were a participant in the trial, what would you have done differently?
Juror’s Rubric

	   Category
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Court Attention & Note Taking
	 The juror takes his/her position seriously, demonstrating full attention during the court session and taking copious notes to document the evidence.
	 The juror takes his/her position seriously, demonstrating full attention during the court session and taking some notes to document the evidence.
	 The juror takes his/her position seriously, demonstrating average attention during the court session and taking some notes to document the evidence.
	 The juror takes his/her position seriously, demonstrating minimal attention during the court session and taking few notes to document the evidence.                       
	The juror abuses his/her position, demonstrating minimal attention during the court session and taking no notes to document the evidence.

	Judgment - Summary


	Writer details an objective summary of the observations. No opinions are provided in this section.  
	Writer provides an objective summary of the observations. No opinions are provided in this section.  
	Writer provides a mostly objective summary of the observations. A few opinions are provided in this section.  
	Writer provides a subjective summary of the observations. Many opinions are provided in this section.  
	Writer does not provide summary of the observations. Only opinions are provided in this section.  

	Judgment – 

Final Judgment


	Writer provides a rational final vote with logical and well-explained reasons.  
	Writer provides a rational final vote with logical and explained reasons.  
	Writer provides a rational final vote with logical and minimally explained reasons.  
	Writer provides a rational final vote with somewhat logical and minimally explained reasons.  
	Writer provides a final vote with no reasons.  

	Judgment – 

Reflection


	Writer provides a thoughtful reflection on changes to be made in the trial. Specific examples are provided and reflection demonstrates thorough consideration of efficacy. 


	Writer provides a thoughtful reflection on changes to be made in the trial. General examples are provided and reflection demonstrates a good consideration of efficacy. 


	Writer provides a reflection on changes to be made in the trial. General examples are provided and reflection demonstrates a good consideration of efficacy. 


	Writer provides a reflection on changes to be made in the trial. No examples are provided and reflection demonstrates a minimal consideration of efficacy. 


	 Writer does not provide a reflection on changes to be made in the trial. OR Writer does not provide any reasons for changes.



	Grammar & Mechanics
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes a few errors in grammar or spelling. 


	Writer makes several errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes many errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes many errors in grammar and/or spelling that prevent understanding of content.


TOTAL: _____________ 

Paralegal Brief
To be turned in the day before the trial
Statement of what we will prove:

Abigail Williams is innocent/guilty because…

Our opening statement will be about:

	The witnesses we will call will be…
	The reason they are being called is…

	1.


	

	2.


	

	3.


	

	4.


	


