
Name:_____________________________________ Period:_____________

Emerson’s Self Reliance

Write a topic sentence that addresses both parts of the prompt.
Be sure to mention Emerson and the name of his essay.

Using your notes and annotation complete this graphic organizer

In a paragraph that also explains Emerson’s view on the importance of being 
self-reliant, evaluate one of the reasons Emerson gives that impedes people’s ability 
to be self-reliant.

What does this quote mean? What does this quote mean?
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What’s
Emerson’s 

overall 
argument?

Develop a 
conclusion that 

explains how these 
ideas could be 

used today?

 1. EXPLAIN - Give a detailed account including reasons or causes.
 2. EVALUATE - Assess the outcomes and limitations of the ideas

Why Does Emerson think Self Reliance is important? What prevents a person from being self reliant?

What’s great about Emerson’s Ideas?

(however,
additonally,
although)

What’s problematic of his views?

“ “

Get specifc: Select two direct quotes that really help validate that main idea.

Develop a 
topic sentence 

that responds to 
the prompt

transition

transition


